Monday, March 24, 2003
Numbers 9:1 - 10:36

When people found that they were ceremonially unclean or had to be “out of town” for the Passover they could observe it one month later than the normal date.  An “alien” celebrating the Passover would have to be a convert to the faith and male converts would have to be circumcised.  Even at this early time God was stating clearly that any person, regardless of nationality, who wanted to approach Him would not be barred. Yet by the time of Jesus the Jews had become an extremely elitist nation.  We will see this develop as we read through their Old Testament history.  Now that there are millions of “aliens” coming into our own midst each year, this passage is a good reminder to us that God sees no distinction in languages, skin color, or cultural background—we are to share His love with all. (see also Acts 10:28)

Verse 22 of Chapter 9 says that the camp did not move until God’s cloud moved, even if it stayed in one place for a full year.  Does patience, or the lack of it, in our lives come to mind?  Many of us find it hard to remember to pray unless there is a hard question pressing us, so when we pray we want an answer RIGHT NOW!  As frustrating as the Old Testament Israelites can be, perhaps we can learn a little about God’s timing in our own lives by observing them.

The priests were appointed to blow the trumpets.  By this, God continually reminded the people that all that they did was not only accompanied by Him, but directed by Him. Even in war God was to be their director and commander. God was establishing His “theocracy” (theos being the Greek word for God). He would rule the nation through leaders who would take direction from Him. No king would be called for about 400 years.
